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March 30, 2021

Mr. Armando Quintero, Director
California State Parks
1416 9th Street
Sacramento, CA 95814
RE: Auburn State Recreation Area (ASRA) Request for Action
Dear Director Quintero,
Congratulations on your appointment as Director of California State Parks. We
are the American River Community Coalition (ARCC) and would like to take this
opportunity to introduce ourselves. We are El Dorado County residents, based in
Cool, CA, and have been involved with the development of the Auburn State
Recreation Area’s (ASRA) General Plan and how it affects the quality of life in our
community.
ARCC is a grass roots organization advocating for the protection of lives, property,
community values, public health and safety (eg, wildfire), resource preservation
and restoration for the residents and visitors of the American River Communities.
As you are aware, ASRA is owned by the U.S. Bureau of Reclamation
(Reclamation) and managed by California State Parks. Since 2019, our members
have been urging ASRA General Plan Project Staff, via letters, comments, and
meetings, to request the development of a community-based alternative to the
Proposed Action of the Plan. The expansions the ASRA Draft Final Plan outlines
exacerbate long standing public safety challenges that currently exist.
Additionally, ARCC wants to ensure that solutions to these challenges are
prioritized and included in the Plan prior to its approval.

Park visitors, staff and residents are threatened by:
Fire – The issue of vegetation management is critical to this area. The Bureau of
Reclamation is just now beginning to address this issue within ASRA. The existing
plan states very limited measures for dealing with this major problem. In fact, to
date no on-the-ground work has been completed in the most vulnerable
communities on the El Dorado County side of the canyon.
Traffic Congestion/Lack of Evacuation Routes – Traffic flow has increased by
orders of magnitude since March 2020. It is vital that the ASRA General Plan
clearly state procedures for evacuation in cases of emergencies, eg wildfires. A
state highway and vital evacuation route should consider the impact of daily and
heavy traffic congestion, as well as pedestrians walking in the highway to access
ASRA trailheads. This is a growing problem on Highway 49 at the American River
Confluence.
River Danger – During the 2020 summer season, there were over 100 river
rescues, including several drownings, logged by emergency response agencies.
Trail Use Conflicts – Conflict on the ASRA trails is increasing, especially between
hikers/equestrians and mountain bikes. There is no State Park strategy to reduce
them; explicit use signage is necessary on all trails (e.g., horses, hikers, runners
only, and mountain bikes only). A trails-management plan does not exist and
there are not sufficient staff resources to enforce the regulations that do exist.
The ASRA Final General Plan outlines facility expansions that further endanger
park visitors, staff and puts the surrounding communities at ever increasing risk.
We recommend the following actions be taken prior to the final approval of any
proposed General Plan.
 Wildfire

Prevention Fuel reduction projects must be initiated on ASRA
lands on the El Dorado County side of the American River Canyon. Little
to no work has been undertaken to reduce excessive fuel loads. This area
is designated as a high-severity fire risk by CalFire. The proposed
expansions described in the Plan would be irresponsible prior to the
development and implementation of a fuel reduction and ongoing
maintenance program. Continuous funding of a fuel management
program must be included in the final plan as visitors and local
communities are at risk of wildfires on ASRA lands now. Reclamation’s
prior fuel management plan was a vague and poorly written document
that did nothing to direct on-the-ground projects on the El Dorado

County side of the American River. ARCC has learned that they have just
completed a 5-year plan. They need to implement on-the-ground
treatments and explicitly state ASRA project staff will follow CalFire’s
extensive recommendations. To date, no work has been started.
 Emergency

Evacuation Today. State Parks must ensure that park visitors,
staff and El Dorado County residents potentially impacted by ignitions on
ASRA lands can safely evacuate in the event of a wildfire. If a wildfire
breaks out in the American River Canyon, there are only three ways to
evacuate, all of which are steep, winding, two-lane roads. In the event of
a large-scale wildfire, a life-threatening traffic jam is all but guaranteed.
Highway 49 is routinely blocked by recreationists’ vehicles and
emergency services staff when they respond to ever increasing
rescues. In short, something needs to change NOW and State Parks has
offered no remedy for this current hazard in the existing Draft General
Plan.

 Emergency

Evacuation Draft General Plan. CalTrans and El Dorado County
Department of Transportation have initiated a comprehensive traffic
study of the Highway 49 corridor through ASRA. The study will assess
current and expected future needs and develop potential solutions to
travel and evacuation issues. It would be extremely short sighted to
adopt the Draft Final Plan before the traffic and roadway plans are
known.

 River

Safety. A river safety and response plan needs to be written and
funded by State Parks and/or the BOR. The local El Dorado County
emergency services staff documented over 100 rescues on ASRA land by
August 2020. Drownings by ill-informed visitors are all too frequent due
to the inherent dangers of swimming in a cold and fast river with daily
changes in river levels. Local taxes pay for these rescues and divert
emergency service staff from other community protection activities, as
well as diverting services from neighboring communities. State Parks
must take actions to limit visitation, parking and also educate river users.

 Visitor

Conflicts, Resource Damage and Capacity Issues. Increased
visitation has increased user conflicts, resource damage and accidents in
the last several years. State Parks does little to educate visitors about
trail safety and etiquette e.g., use signage for individual trails. Numeric

visitor capacities need to be developed and a trail safety program
implemented, neither of which is included in the ASRA Plan. Resource
damage is now routine.

To date, ASRA project managers have done little to address these
concerns. They have failed to address these serious threats to public safety and
instead have developed plans that exacerbate the problems.
In this light, members of ARCC ‘s Board of Directors look forward to meeting with
you to discuss this urgent problem from our point of view. I will contact your
office to arrange a meeting in person or via Zoom at your earliest convenience.
Together we can make these park lands safer and more enjoyable for everyone.
Sincerely,

Lorna Dobrovolny, President
American River Community Coalition
ldobrokk@gmail.com
530.401.0469

cc by email: Congressman Tom McClintock, CA Senator Brian Dahle, CA Assembly
member Frank Bigelow, El Dorado County Supervisor Lori Parlin, Placer County
Supervisor Cindy Gustafson, Auburn City Councilwoman Alice Dowdin Calvillo,
CalFire NEU Chief Brian Estes, CalFire Amador/El Dorado Unit Chief Mike Kaslin,
Foresthill Fire District Chief Mike Ridley, Georgetown Fire Protection District Chief
Glenn Brown, El Dorado County Fire District Chief Tim Cordero, Auburn Fire
Department Chief Dave Spencer, Parks and Recreation Planning Unit Alexandra
Stehl

